CHAPTER IX
THE HOME OF THE BUZZARD:  MAWSON IN THE AURORA
GREAT explorers shine in the Antarctic firmament " as one
star differeth from another star in glory." Scott, Shackle-
ton and Amundsen were sailors; Mawson and Charcot are
scientists. Of the three British explorers, Shackleton with his
magnetic personality, was the great leader; Scott, the sensitive
and beautiful character; Sir Douglas Mawson, apart from being
an excellent administrator, bears little resemblance to either of his
predecessors. Nature was in a generous mood when she made
him, as she was when she built Antarctica, The word " strength "
comprehensively sums up his character both in mind and body,
and he almost suggests an incarnation of the South Polar Continent
that he has done more than any other explorer to unveil,
Mawson's family, like Shackleton's, sprang from Yorkshire.
Sir Douglas was born at Bradford in 1882 but at an early age
proceeded with his parents to Australia. He was educated at
Sydney University where he graduated as a Bachelor of Mining
Engineering in 1901. He then continued his studies of scientific
subjects while acting as a Demonstrator in Chemistry, In 1903 he
undertook a geological exploration in the New Hebrides and in
1904 took the additional degree of Bachelor of Science. Next year
he joined the staff of Adelaide University, being placed in charge
of the Mineralogical and Petrological Departments as lecturer.
Shackleton engaged Mawson's services in 1907 as Physicist to
the Nimrod Expedition, and in this capacity he carried out many
diverse duties including the study of ice-physics and glaciology
generally. He wrote the scientific reports on physics, dhemistry,
mineralogy, meteorological optics, the aurora, magnetism, and the
South Magnetic Pole which he had reached and where he observed.
His magnetic determinations especially were of great value* He
was also one of Shackleton's surveyors and made the first detailed
map of the coast of South Victoria Land between McMurdo Sound
and Mount Nansen. Thus he won his spurs on the Nimrod
Expedition.
After his return in 1909 he took his Doctorate in Science and
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